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Material Required:Material Required:
• Electronic ads need all necessary elements    
   on either zip, fl oppy or CD.  If sending via 
   e-mail, submit all necessary elements.
• Must be able to open fi les from Windows 
   PC platforms.
• Design in Pagemaker, Quark or InDesign 
   6.5 for PC.  Include all images and fonts.
• Design in Illustrator, Photoshop or Free- 
   hand, convert to outlines and save as EPS.
• All color ad images/scans need to be in 
   CMYK mode.
• Build ad exactly to size and shape.
• Supply printout of ad at 100% with color 
   clearly marked.
• All supplied ads should be sized to the 
  dimensions provided for the ad and must 
  have a resolution of at least 300 dpi.

Copy & Contract Regulations:Copy & Contract Regulations:
• Full payment of advertising is required after 
   fi rst notice (30 days). Ads not paid in full 
   after second notice are pulled from publica-
   tion. Ads not paid after third notice are 
   turned over to a collection agency.
• Publisher reserves the right to accept or 
   reject advertisement.  Advertising copy 
   must be truthful and not contain misleading 
   statements or claims.
• The word “advertisement”will be placed 
   on any ad which, in the publisher’s opinion, 
   resembles editorial matter.
• Publisher shall not be liable to an adver-
   tiser or agency, or subject to damages for 
   any failure to complete orders due to acts 
   of God, accidents, fi res, postal service 
   delays or any other circumstance beyond 
   publisher’s control.
• Ads not meeting specifi c size requirements 
   will be reduced or enlarged as necessary at 
   the discretion of the publisher.  Work done 
   to an ad to make it conform will be billed to 
   the advertiser.

Mechanical Specifications:Mechanical Specifications:
Trim Size                               81/2 x 11

Full Page                                71/2 x 10

Back Cover Page  8 x 7

2/3 Vertical                            43/4 x 10

1/2 Horizontal                     71/2 x 43/4

1/3 Vertical                            21/4 x 10

1/4 Page                               31/2 x 43/4 

Banner                                    71/2 x 2                  

1/8 Page                               31/2 x 21/4

We Care For The Country

The Spokesman is the offi cial membership publication of Montana Farm 
Bureau Federation’s member families.  Spokesman readers are farmers and 
ranchers, rural residents, landowners, professionals, business people, trades-
people, outfi tters, tour guides, young people, homeowners, homemakers and 
the whole realm of people who live in Big Sky Country!

Circulation - 14,700  •  Readership - 44,100

Advertising Rates
                        Full Color            

Back Cover                                    $1500

Inside Front Cover   $1200

Inside Back Cover   $1200

Full Page    $1000

Two-thirds Page   $690

Half Page    $550

One-third Page Vertical  $360

One-quarter Page   $265

Banner    $235

One-eighth Page   $165

*Buy two full-page, four-color ads and get a booth at the MFBF Convention for  
  FREE -- and a listing in the MFBF Equine Directory.

Montana Farm Bureau Spokesman
David Goettel
Phone: (406) 761-5234 • Fax: (877) 761-5235 • E-mail: dgoettel@ndpub.com

ISSUE SPACE RESERVATION MATERIALS MAILS

SUMMER June 1 June 10 July 1

FALL September 1 September 10 October 1

WINTER December 1 December 10 January 1

SPRING March 1 March 10 April 1

Deadlines

Contact



                        Dear Advertiser,

When you place an ad in a publication, you want 
to make sure that your message goes to a target 
audience. When you advertise in the Montana Farm 
Bureau Spokesman, your target audience is farmers 
and ranchers—both large and small—as well as 
people who value and appreciate a rural lifestyle. 
Our members buy tractors, equipment, ATVs, seed, 
horse care products, cattle handling equipment, 
veterinary supplies, outdoor clothing and the list 
goes on and on. One of our member benefi ts is a 
$500 rebate on selected Dodge vehicles. Dodge is 
the exclusive truck of the Montana Farm Bureau. 
Have a Dodge dealership? Let our members know 
about it. 

We have created the Spokesman to show what it means to be a 
Farm Bureau member—from producer interviews to stories about 
old barns to trade issues. Members fi nd out in the Spokesman 
pages where their organization stands on water issues, food safety 
and animal welfare concerns. Our subjects appeal to all of our 
members, whether they own 1500 acres of wheat or four horses 
and a few sheep. We educate about farm safety for adults and 
kids, and caring for the environment through proper water runoff 
management. In addition, our departments like County News let 
folks know exactly what is going at the county Farm Bureau level. 

Agriculture is important to everyone who receives the Montana 
Farm Bureau Spokesman. Not only will our readers learn about 
your products and increase your sales, but by seeing your name 
in our publication, they’ll know you are a vital part of Montana’s 
number-one industry--agriculture.

Rebecca Colnar, Editor

About Montana Farm 
Bureau Federation
Farm Bureau is an independent, non-
governmental, voluntary organization 
with its roots in agriculture.  Farm 
Bureau unites people of diverse in-
terests to work toward the betterment 
of the quality of life for all Montan-
ans.  Montana Farm Bureau is the 
state’s largest agriculture organiza-
tion with 14,700 member-families 
across the state.

Formed in 1919, Farm Bureau 
provides an organization in which 
members may secure the benefi ts 
of united efforts in a way that could 
never be accomplished through individual 
effort.

Farm Bureau is truly unique in that it 
provides the opportunity for members to 
gather at the county level, discuss their 
concerns, and develop ways to resolve 
their problems. The farmer/rancher 
members make fi nal decisions regarding 
the policy direction of the organization 
on issues such as property rights, water 
quality, water rights, taxes, government 
regulations, use of public lands and the 
environment.

In addition to Farm Bureau’s work on the 
issues, there are many other programs 
that the organization carries out and in 
which members may become involved.  
These programs are designed to develop 
volunteers’ leadership skills, promote 
agriculture and the rural way of life, and 
inform the public of the importance of 
agriculture in maintaining their lifestyle 
through specifi c educational and informa-
tional programs.

Anyone can be a Farm Bureau member 
whether you are actively involved in 
production agriculture or just have an 
interest in the industry.  Agriculture is an 
important part of Montana’s economy, 
ranking fi rst in contribution to wealth in 
the state.  No matter where you live or 
what you do, agriculture has a profound 
impact on your life.

The Tash/Van Camp Ranch is located just three miles south of present-day Dillon, Montana.
One of the oldest ranches in the area, it stands along the Van Camp Slough within the
broad, fertile Beaverhead Valley.  The Beaverhead Valley is one of Montana’s major
drainages with its headwaters in the Pioneer Mountains.   The valley is renowned for its
ranching history and as one of the earliest settled communities during Montana’s territorial
period.  It is a fertile environment for farming and stockraising, and one that attracted the
attention of early agriculturists drawn into the region. The barn is an original and out-
standing architectural feature on the Tash Ranch. It is the centerpiece of this historic
ranching complex, and consists of a central one-and-one-half story, gable roof log building
(circa 1865) with two shed roof wings attached along the north and south elevations (circa
1890-1900). The central bay is approximately 30 feet by 35 feet and sits on a 3-foot-deep
fieldstone foundation. It is clad with lapped siding (circa 1900) and the side wings are clad
with board and batten siding. The roof is clad with modern corrugated sheet metal.

The E. O. Selway barn outside of Dillon was
built in 1906. The barn was built by John 
Kent, a prolific barn builder in the area whose
signature design element was the diamond
windows on the side. Three stories high, the
barn contains an elevator. The Selways had
bands of sheep and it is believed that they
would use the elevator to store the wool on the
second level. One of the next owners actually
lambed on the second floor. Mr. Selway and
hired hands would take the trip to town with a
team and wagon to haul wool in and pick up
supplies for the return trip. With approximately
9000 head of sheep, this would be an all-year
process. They would make it to the P&O the
first night, then on to town with a return night
at the P&O and back to the ranch.

The ranch was sold at least twice before Gayle Chaffin bought it in 1958.
Chaffin sold the place in the 1980s and it has had several owners since. At
present it is owned by the Matador. Manager Ray Marxer and his wife, Sue,
are dedicated to its preservation.

This marvelous structure was one of two barns
built in 1908 by homesteader Edward J. Thompson,
grandfather of the current owner, William Mead-
ows, on his ranch, the Little Beaver Stock and
Poultry Farm, set on Little Beaver Creek. The other
barn, which was identical to this one, was in a
field nearby and was destroyed by the 1910 fires.

The barn has been used for three generations by the same family and is still used to store
hay. It has always been in the Thompson/Meadows family. Bill, former District I Director of
Montana Farm Bureau Federation, bought the ranch from his parents, Ray and Angie
Meadows. Angie was the daughter of Ed Thompson.

A neighbor, Ernest Butte, hauled some of the timber to build the barn by team and wagon,
from the Perkins place, a mile and a half away. The barn is 75 X 24 feet, and is made
mostly of larch with larch shingles.

The horse stable was on the left and there was trolley in the hay loft which came out with a
rope and grapple assembly to pick the loose hay up. The vertical posts underneath the cross
beams are to suppport the weight of the hay and keep the barn from bulging. The barn can
hold up to sixty tons of loose hay.

This historic photograph of haying season depicts many aspects of life in the Trout Creek
valley. Haying on the Little Beaver Stock and Poultry farm continued all summer long with
three teams of horses. Workers inside the barn tramped down the hay, and both women and
children helped with haying. The eighteen people in the photo illustrate the wonderful spirit
of cooperation between neighbors in the early 1900s. 

When you drive across Montana, you will be treated to a
whole selection of barns. Whether they’ve been thoughtfully
preserved or are falling into ruins, you can’t help but marvel at
their diverse structure, wonder about the building’s past life, and
consider the role the barns played as an asset to agriculture.
Barns have been a part of life in Montana since the 1860s. Many
of the state’s oldest barns are in the Beaverhead Valley.  For
example, the Bishop Ranch, established in 1869, was the first
sheep “ranch” in Montana, with sheep trailed in from California.
Farmers and ranchers who followed from territories to the west
and south, set up in the Bitterroot and Beaverhead Valleys.

“It’s interesting to see how barns changed as agriculture
changed,” notes Chere Jiusto, executive director of Montana
Preservation Alliance, which is currently developing a book of
Montana barns and their agricultural uses. “Our oldest round
barn was a horse barn, but otherwise, when you see a round
barn, there’s a good chance it was an old milking barn. Cows
would come in head first to feed. On top was the hay loft where
hay could be thrown down for the cows to eat as they were
milked. Round barns were heavily promoted by Agriculture
Extension programs.

Jiusto notes that the most efficient designs in barns emerged
between 1900 and 1920.

“People began studying sanitation and making a more scien-
tific approach to barns in the past. No longer was generational
knowledge sufficient,” she says. “Agriculture became a course of
study. There were barn plans and new ways of raising and work-
ing animals. Technology made it possible to have arched or
round-roofed barns. That gave more storing capacity for hay
lofts, which was very important in our part of the country with
our severe winter weather.”
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One of the enduring landmarks of rural  Valley
County, the Etchart Stone Barn stands majestic
amid the hills and flats at the head of Willow
Creek. Built by John Etchart and local stonema-
sons in 1917-1918, the barn is a fine example of
a French-style stone barn. Etchart immigrated 
to the U.S. from the Basque Pyrenees area of
Southern France where sturdy stone houses and
barns were the norm. Not only did Etchart want
his homestead to reflect the old country it was
also the most logical and economical way to
construct his homestead buildings. The sand-
stone was readily available in the nearby hills
for the cost of hauling it to the site by horse
drawn stone sleds, whereas purchasing lumber
and hauling it to the site would have meant an
arduous and time-consuming journey over 50
miles of primitive trails on horse drawn wagons.
Etchart constructed the barn and ranch house
with the help of the Partch brothers from Saco,
stonemasons who also helped build the Sleeping
Buffalo Resort between Saco and Malta. The
barn was big enough to house eight teams of
horses in stalls and the hay loft could hold the
requisite amount of hay for the livestock below. 

The round barn at Twin Bridges, Montana was built in about 1883 by Noah Arm-
strong, a successful local mine owner of the era. Apparently Armstrong’s passion was
Thoroughbred racehorses. After building the barn on his “Doncaster Ranch”, he
purchased several bred mares in Illinois and had them shipped to the railhead at
Dillon, Montana. The horses were then trailed the 30 miles from Dillon to Twin
Bridges. The mares foaled in the spring of 1886. A Kentucky Derby winner was foaled
in that 1886 crop foaled in the barn. The Twin Bridges horse “Spokane” not only won
the Kentucky Derby in record time for the 1 1/2 mile distance, but also won the other
two races that comprised the Triple Crown of the era. Spokane’s Kentucky Derby
information is listed on the Kentucky Derby (Churchill Downs) website.

The barn was designed somewhat like a wedding cake. The ground level included
twenty-four stalls outside of a circular alleyway. The inner core was used for supplies
and other support functions. The alleyway could be used to exercise the young horses
when weather conditions were extreme. The second level of the barn was used to store
hay, grain and other feed items. The top level contained a water tank that was filled
with water by a windmill assembly that projected from a well in the ground to a
windmill that was mounted in the center above the third level of the building. The
water from the holding tank was then piped to each of the stalls. Some plumbing
system for the 1880s. There were also chutes so that hay and grain could be provided
very quickly by simply walking around on the second level.

MFBF District Director Jules Marchesseault
has spent years taking photos of barns,
and collecting family photos of barns. He
had heard that often early barn builders
had come from the shipyard-thus often the
shape of the roofline is similar to that of a
ship’s hull.

1) In this photo of the Hughes Place on
horse prairie, this is one of the earliest
barns built in the area that looks like a
ship turned upside down.

2) This barn was built in 1947 for the
Marchesseaults after their original barn 
on the home place burned down

3) This barn was build around 1948. It was
originally a horse barn, but was used later for
hay storage and for calving.

4) Jules Marchesseault’s barn was built in 1948
and was orginally used for horses, but later was
used for hay storage and calving heifers

5) Jules Marchesseault explains the pulley-system
of bringing hay up and into the barn.

Jiusto explains that many Montana barns were also built by immi-
grants, whether French, Finnish, Danish, Italian or other nationalities.
For instance, barns made by early French-Canadians had high-quality
log work with square or dovetail notching where it attached to other
logs. One arrangement consisted of two small log cribs with a covered
open area in between where people could thresh grain or pull in their
wagons. Swedish barns and many in western Montana also featured
sharp gable roofs that snow would slide off easily.

The Mountain Horse Barn originated in the Beaverhead area and
spread to nearby states. It was a log barn with a wide gable roof to
shelter horses and store feed.

“Most barns were practical and functional. Often the barn was
constructed for functional needs and fit a time when animal power
was used for transportation, plowing and harvesting...sort of like how
we think of our garages and tractor sheds today,” Jiusto concludes.
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Letter from the editor...Letter from the editor... OUR MEMBERS ARE YOUR CUSTOMERS!

Percentage of total MFBF producer members raising...

Our ag producer members:Our ag producer members: Our associate members:Our associate members:
Montana Farm Bureau Federation 
has over 10,000 associate member 
families who care about preserving 
Montana’s rural lifestyle, ensuring 
food security, protecting the 
environment and working towards 
economic stability.

Purchasing Power:Purchasing Power:
Farm & Ranch Inputs Annually

Feed - $130 million 
Fertilizers - $154 million 
Pesticides - $105 million
Fuel/Oil - $201 million 
Repair/Maintain Capital - $232 million
Miscellaneous - $366 million

Capture the market share:Capture the market share:
Montana Farm Bureau Federation is 
the largest agricultural organization in 
Montana and the best bang for your 
advertising dollar!  Your company 
name in the Spokesman will reach our 
14,700 member families, so you can 
begin to capture the over 1.6 billion 
spent annually in farm and ranch 
inputs by agricultural producers in 
Montana.


